36               PRINCIPLES OF NATIONAL PLANNING
This means in practice: the natural resources of the land
and of the water must be planned and administered as a whole
if we want to advance from a more or less merely quantitative
to a qualitative utilisation; only then will the redistribution of
the population and its workplaces lead to the creation of an
environment which offers the best opportunities to all individuals.
What we need is the most advanced and the most efficient
reorganisation of the natural resources and of the application of
scientific principles for the community and by the community
within which the individual lives and works.
Although a certain tendency towards some control of the
natural resources and of the main branches of production is
discernible, we cannot avoid tackling this problem seriously if
we want to win the peace. International collaboration is not
possible without an internal balance of the social and economic
structure ; planning on a national scale must, therefore, embrace
these main natural resources and their immediate functions.
The first step in this direction is to make an inventory of the
physical resources. Much valuable work has been already done
in this respect. The Land Utilisation Survey is an important
contribution, besides the Geological Survey and several other
investigations. The redistribution of population and industry
implies, however, that the use which is made of the land to-day
might undergo great changes in the future. We should know,
therefore, as a corollary of the Land Utilisation Survey, what
potential uses are inherent in the soil if we want to avoid mistakes
and to adapt the different uses to the land that is best suited to
them. We need the land for agriculture and forestry, for
extracting industries, for buildings of all kinds, for recreation and
the various means of transport. Our greatest mistake has been
that these different categories were not considered as one whole
and that not sufficient consideration was given to the very
specialised needs of the many types of activities which, in their
turn, each of these main groups included; e.g. the different
needs of the different types of agriculture and horticulture as
regards the quality of the soil; or the varying requirements of
different types of buildings such as houses with gardens, factories,
mlway stations; or the manifold possibilities of recreational
ladQitfes; or the needs of transport growing more aad more
specialised from day to day. Waste in land is one of the most
lafl&rtiiuate characteristics of the past We are hardly awake to
die ftil ii^jEcalioiis of this problem. There is not only waste
<tf tad wealed in grassland njadb derdiet by unsuitable farming,
by caitlm woradbticm of Mistrial wastage, or by unrational
of &**-af cxramtiBtcatioii of all fciads, but also by the
ibii of. eaioGNife; for if the commercial and private pcaint of